LOVE IN THE NAME OF CHRIST OF SOUTH WOOD COUNTY

MOBILIZING LOCAL CHURCHES TO TRANSFORM LIVES AND COMMUNITIES IN THE NAME OF CHRIST

LOVE STORY

Christmas can be such a wonderful time of year until you are alone or in need. The feeling of
loneliness and despair can be tremendous,
especially for those who do not have the hope
Christ brings - people like Whitney.
Whitney is a single mother with four children. God had been
orchestrating her connection with Love INC long before it happened.
Whitney had regular contact with a Love INC Board Member and

February 2021
Connection Center
Data for December
We received 34 requests for assistance in
the Connection Center in December.
Financial Needs - 15
Material Needs - 16
Services - 3
Calls were significantly up during the

other followers of Christ who had been supporting her in her daily
life. She was encouraged to contact Love INC with her need. Our
caring Intake Specialist listened to her story, let her know that God
had a plan for her life and that she did not go unnoticed. While
listening to Whitney, we learned she had come out of an unhealthy

second week of December. In all, the

marriage several years ago and had been putting the pieces of her
life back together since that time. Whitney was strong and

Connection Center as follow-up.

independent and wanted others to see she could take care of herself
and her family’s needs without asking for help. That changed a few
years later with a knee injury and severe fatigue, which led to a
diagnosis of arthritis. Even with chronic health issues, Whitney was
still determined to do things on her own. But, when she realized she
needed to move her family to a different home, she knew that was
more than they could handle by themselves and reached out to Love
INC.
We connected her with the Love INC Moving Ministry, led by Grace
Lutheran Church. This ministry was able to help her with the large
move. Because of her illness, it made it hard for her to organize,
pack, and help for long periods of time, yet the team was gracious
and kind with her through the process. Through our earlier
conversations with Whitney, it became evident that her savings
would be depleted with the moving expenses. Through generous
community donors working with Love INC, we were able to help save
the expense of a moving van and also provide gifts for her children
for Christmas.
When speaking with Whitney after the move, she mentioned how
grateful she was and how she had been treated with care by the
ministry team.
What a blessing it is to see the community and the church unite in
purpose to share the love of Christ during this Christmas season!

Connection Center received 248 calls from
clients, agencies, volunteers, churches, and
those in need during the short month. In
turn, we made 178 calls out of the

THANK YOU...
...to our Volunteer
Coordinator,
Wendy Schlaefer,
for the time and
effort she has put
into Love INC of
SWC and our
community.
Wendy left Love

INC at the end January to concentrate on
her family's growing businesses and
their children. We wish Wendy the
absolute best, and thank her for her
dedication to Christ and others.

To all of our volunteers!

Welcome Dawn!
Love INC is pleased to announce that
Dawn Liebherr has joined our staff in the
new position of Office Ministry Assistant.
She is familiar with Love INC of South
Wood County because her husband, Paul
Liebherr, has been on the Board of
Directors since its inception. Knowing
the good that Love INC does in our
community made it an easy decision for
her to apply when the Office Ministry
Assistant job opened up. Dawn has
followed Christ since she was a young girl
and strives to live like Jesus on a daily
basis. Dawn has worked in the Nekoosa
School District and at the Nekoosa
Charles and JoAnn Lester Library. Her
administrative experience and love of fun
and people will be an asset to the work
done at Love INC. We are so happy to
have join our team at Love INC of South
Wood Country!

Thank You
We would like to
thank Penny Antell
for serving on the
Love INC of South
Wood County Board
of Directors. We

To show our
love for our
volunteers in
February, we
are handing out
valentines with
Dove
chocolates
attached to
those who
come to the
Love INC
building.

Dedicated hearts like yours
are not easy to find.
It takes a special person to be
so generous and kind.
To care so much for your fellow man
is a quality all too rare.
Yet you give of your time and talents,
for all in need to share.
So, thank you for being a volunteer,
we're privileged to work with you.
We want you to know how appreciated you are,
not just today but the whole year through.

appreciate her dedication and service
given to Love INC and to those we serve in
South Wood County.

Prayer:
Lord, open our eyes to the opportunities
that Love In the Name of Christ can
provide our Christian churches. Guide,
provide for, and empower us to serve
You as these opportunities are revealed
to us.
He who despises his
neighbor sins, but
blessed is he who is
kind to the needy.
Proverbs 14:21

A local church approached Love INC on December 22nd
with 12 Pick ‘n Save gift certificates to purchase all the
ingredients needed for a turkey dinner. Wendy quickly found
three volunteers who offered to deliver the gift certificates to
Love INC clients. While delivering the gift certificates, one of the
volunteers called, sounding distressed, and shared she was one gift
certificate short at the end of her delivery route. She determined two
certificates must have stuck together and been delivered to one of the
families she visited. By “coincidence”, several volunteers came in during
this time to wrap gifts. One of them brought a gift certificate she had
received and wanted to offer it to a client. Wendy shared this with
Tricia, and to her amazement she had some items on her desk she had planned to
deliver after work to the client who had been missed! God delights in surprising us
with his loving presence!

